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Who



Harmonized Code Development System
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National Mode Codes & Guides

50+ Codes published since 1941

Latest editions

•National Building Code 2025

•National Fire Code 2025

•National Plumbing Code 2025

•National Energy Code for 
Buildings 2025

Guides, supplements and commentaries

•User's Guide–Structural Commentaries 

•Illustrated Guide–Part 9 NBC 

•User’s Guide–National Energy Code of 
Canada for Buildings

HTTPS://CBHCC-CCHCC.CA/EN/NATIONAL-MODEL-CODES-COLLECTION/   

https://cbhcc-cchcc.ca/en/national-model-codes-collection/
https://cbhcc-cchcc.ca/en/national-model-codes-collection/
https://cbhcc-cchcc.ca/en/national-model-codes-collection/
https://cbhcc-cchcc.ca/en/national-model-codes-collection/
https://cbhcc-cchcc.ca/en/national-model-codes-collection/
https://cbhcc-cchcc.ca/en/national-model-codes-collection/
https://cbhcc-cchcc.ca/en/national-model-codes-collection/
https://cbhcc-cchcc.ca/en/national-model-codes-collection/
https://cbhcc-cchcc.ca/en/national-model-codes-collection/


National Building Code 
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What does the NBC cover?

• Design and construction of new buildings

• Alterations

• Change of use

• Demolition



National Building Code 
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What does the NBC not cover?

• Aesthetics and Architectural Style

• Land Use and Zoning

• Maintenance and Operation After Construction

• Construction management practices

• Property Value, Market Considerations, Insurance



Structure of the NBC 2025 – Table of Contents
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Volume 1

Division A.  Compliance, Objectives and Functional  Statements

Division B. Acceptable Solutions

Part 1.               General 
Part 2.               Farm Buildings
Part 3.               Fire Protection, Occupant Safety and Accessibility
Part 4.               Structural Design
Part 5.               Environmental Separation
Part 6.               Heating, Ventilating and Air Conditioning
Part 7.               Plumbing Services
Part 8.               Safety Measures at Construction & Demolition Sites

Division C.  Administrative Provisions
Index



Structure of the NBC 2025 – Table of Contents
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Volume 2

Division B. Acceptable Solutions

Part 9.               Housing and Small Buildings 

Part 10.             Alteration of Existing Buildings

Index



Structure of the NBC 2025 – Numbering and Writing System
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9   Part

9.10.   Section

9.10.19.  Subsection

9.10.19.3.  Article

9.10.19.3.(1)  Sentence

9.10.19.3.(1)(a) Clause

9.10.19.3.(1)(b)(i) Subclause



Structure of the NBC 2025 – Numbering and Writing System
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Section 9.10. Fire Protection

9.10.19. Smoke Alarms Subsection

Article

Sentences

Subclauses

Clauses

Approximate 
location of new 
or revised 
content

Section



Structure of the NBC 2025 – Numbering and Writing System
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Section 9.10. Fire Protection

9.10.19. Smoke Alarms

Defined Terms
Explanatory Note
Referenced Document
Cross-references



Structure of the NBC 2025 – Defined Terms – Division A (Volume 1)
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Section 1.4. Terms and Abbreviations

1.4.1. Definitions of Words and Phrases



Structure of the NBC 2025 – Explanatory Notes
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A-9.7.5.2.(6) Door Fasteners. The purpose 
of the requirement for 30 mm screw 
penetration into solid wood is to prevent 
the door from being dislodged from the 
jamb due to impact forces. It is not the 
intent to prohibit other types of hinges or 
strikeplates that are specially designed to 
provide equal or greater protection.



Structure of the NBC 2025 – Referenced Documents
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Division A

Section 1.5. Referenced Documents and 
Organizations

1.5.1. Referenced Documents

1.5.1.2. Conflicting Requirements

1) In case of conflict between the provisions of 
this Code and those of a referenced
document, the provisions of this Code shall 
govern.



Structure of the NBC 2025 – “Appendices”
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Division B

Part 9

Housing and Small Buildings



Structure of the NBC 2025 – Objectives – Div. A Part 2 (Volume 1)
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Structure of the NBC 2025 – Functional Statements – Div. A Part 3 
(Volume 1)

18



Intent Statements (Published separately)
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Supplement to the NBC 2020: Intent Statements

https://nrc-publications.canada.ca/eng/view/ft/?id=de0e0ec9-a452-4337-bc84-002a230c9d66


Structure of the NBC 2025 – Index

• Keywords and subcategories

• Alphabetical

• Points to code references*

• Identifies Division referenced

*hyperlinked in electronic copy
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Prescriptive versus Performance Requirements

Prescriptive Requirements 

• Exact methods, materials, dimensions, or construction practices 

• What to do and how to do it.

• Clear, straightforward, easy to enforce

Example:

9.8.5.3. Height over Ramps 

2) The clear height over ramps serving a single dwelling unit or a house with a 
secondary suite including their common spaces shall be not less than 1 950 mm.



Prescriptive versus Performance Requirements

Performance-based Requirements 

• Specify the outcome or objective that must be achieved, without 
dictating how to achieve it.

• Flexible, encourages innovation, can adapt to new materials or 
construction techniques.

Examples

3.4.6.1. Slip Resistance of Ramps and Stairs

 1) The surfaces of ramps, landings and treads

a) shall have a finish that is slip resistant, and 

b) if accessible to the public, shall have either a colour contrast or a distinctive pattern 
to demarcate the leading edge of the tread and the leading edge of the landing, as well 
as the beginning and end of a ramp.



Use of “and” and “or”

Between Clauses and Subclauses of a Sentence
Examples

9.33.6.2. Materials in Air Duct Systems 
4) Duct connectors that contain combustible materials and that are used between ducts and air outlet 
units shall 

a) conform to the appropriate requirements for Class 1 air duct materials in CAN/ULC-S110, 
“Standard Methods of Test for Air Ducts,” 

b) be limited to 4 m in length, 
c) be used only in horizontal runs, and
d) not penetrate required fire separations.

9.10.15.4. Glazed Openings in Exposing Building Face 
1) Except as provided in Sentences (6) and (7), the maximum aggregate area of glazed openings in 
an exposing building face shall 

a) conform to Table 9.10.15.4., 
b) conform to Subsection 3.2.3., or 
c) where the limiting distance is not less than 1.2 m, be equal to or less than the limiting distance 
squared.



Supplementary Material – Illustrated User’s Guide

24

• To help users understand and apply Part 9 

provisions

• Companion to NBC Part 9, not a stand-alone

• Informational, not intended for adoption

• If conflicts exist with the NBC, NBC takes 

precedence

Illustrated User's Guide – NBC 2020: Part 9 of Division B, 

Housing and Small Buildings

https://nrc-publications.canada.ca/eng/view/ft/?id=a7a505fa-519c-436b-a23b-6f418df87e6a
https://nrc-publications.canada.ca/eng/view/ft/?id=a7a505fa-519c-436b-a23b-6f418df87e6a
https://nrc-publications.canada.ca/eng/view/ft/?id=a7a505fa-519c-436b-a23b-6f418df87e6a
https://nrc-publications.canada.ca/eng/view/ft/?id=a7a505fa-519c-436b-a23b-6f418df87e6a
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Request

• Submit a Code 
Change Request 
(CCR)

• CBHCC triages   
CCRs on a 
continuous basis

• Monitor status on 
CBHCC’s website

Volunteer

• Become a member 
of a technical 
committee or task 
group

• Apply through the 
CBHCC’s website

Observe

• Attend public 
committee, CBHCC, 
and Advisory 
Council meetings

• See calendar on 
CBHCC’s website   
for schedule & 
meeting details

Review

• Participate in   
public reviews (PRs)

• Spring 2026 PR will 
run from March 23

• Submit comments 
on proposed 
changes via  
CBHCC’s website

Opportunities to Get Involved

HTTPS://CBHCC-CCHCC.CA/EN/GET -INVOLVED/  

https://cbhcc-cchcc.ca/en/get-involved/
https://cbhcc-cchcc.ca/en/get-involved/
https://cbhcc-cchcc.ca/en/get-involved/
https://cbhcc-cchcc.ca/en/get-involved/
https://cbhcc-cchcc.ca/en/get-involved/


Last Chance to Enter Draw!

Submit your name to enter into a draw 
to win a copy of the

National Building Code of Canada 
2025 – Volume 2 (Part 9)



Walkthrough Exercise
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• Walk through NBC together to find provisions related to

• Secondary suites

• Fire protection

• Accessibility

• Ventilation and indoor air quality

• Follow along with a physical copy or download the 
electronic copy to your device:

https://tinyurl.com/NBCC2025

https://nrc-publications.canada.ca/eng/view/ft/?id=adf1ad94-7ea8-4b08-a19f-653ebb7f45f6


Thank You!
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To stay in touch with us:
Nedjma.Belrechid@nrc-cnrc.gc.ca

Hsiao-Feng.Wu@nrc-cnrc.gc.ca

For general enquiries:
codes@nrc-cnrc.gc.ca 

CBHCC website:
https://cbhcc-cchcc.ca/

Help us with your input!

mailto:Nedjma.Belrechid@nrc-cnrc.gc.ca
mailto:Nedjma.Belrechid@nrc-cnrc.gc.ca
mailto:Nedjma.Belrechid@nrc-cnrc.gc.ca
mailto:Hsiao-Feng.Wu@nrc-cnrc.gc.ca
mailto:Hsiao-Feng.Wu@nrc-cnrc.gc.ca
mailto:Hsiao-Feng.Wu@nrc-cnrc.gc.ca
mailto:Hsiao-Feng.Wu@nrc-cnrc.gc.ca
mailto:Hsiao-Feng.Wu@nrc-cnrc.gc.ca
mailto:codes@nrc-cnrc.gc.ca
mailto:codes@nrc-cnrc.gc.ca
mailto:codes@nrc-cnrc.gc.ca
https://cbhcc-cchcc.ca/
https://cbhcc-cchcc.ca/
https://cbhcc-cchcc.ca/
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