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Fire Protection and Prevention Act, 1997

• Supports addressing observed fire safety issues

• Provides interpretation of “fire safety”

• Provides enforcement options/offences/penalties

• Permits discretion for an inspector to chose  

options(s) / may combine option(s)

• Outlines some mandatory “components” 

depending on varying enforcement options

– Form content, service, posting, copies
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The Office of the Fire Marshal and 

Emergency Management

• The Office of the Fire Marshal (OFM) is a branch of the Community 

Safety Division of the Ministry of Community Safety and 

Correctional Services.

• The Fire Marshal is the head of the Office of the Fire Marshal, 

appointed by the Lieutenant Governor in Council

• Responsible for the administration of;

– the Fire Protection and Prevention Act, 1997 (FPPA), and

– the Fire Code, a regulation made under the act that governs fire safety 

standards for equipment, systems, buildings, structures, land and premises in 

Ontario.
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Field and Advisory Services – Inspection 

and Enforcement Unit
• Provide ongoing assistance and advisory services to municipal 

officials and fire department officials regarding the delivery of fire 

protection services.

• Provide assistance and advisory services to municipal officials and 

fire department officials on matters concerned with inspections and 

fire code enforcement.

• Provide training, by way of workshops and courses, to fire 

prevention personnel across Ontario, on a wide variety of inspection 

and enforcement topics.
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Field and Advisory Services – North and 

Unincorporated Unit

• Administers the Northern Fire Protection Program (NFPP) to 48 fire 

departments in unorganized townships.

• Provide ongoing assistance and advisory services in territories 

without municipal organization to fire department and community 

officials regarding the delivery of fire protection services.
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Public Education Resources

• Aboriginal TAPP-C Program

– Educational resource manual for stopping juvenile 

firesetting

– Overview 

• Emergency Planning Guide

– New to resource on the Emergency Management 

Ontario site 
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7 Principles of Fire and Life Safety

• What are they?

• Why are they important?



MCSCS Ministry of Community Safety and Correctional Services 8

7 Principles of Fire and Life Safety

• Means of Egress

• Building Construction

• Compartmentation

• Interior Finish

• Building Services

• Fire Protection Systems

• Fire Alarm and Detection Systems
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What is fire?
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How does fire spread?
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Stages of fire development.
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Means of Egress
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Means of Egress
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Means of Egress

• Keep clear

• Ensure they work 

• Ensure they open into a clear area

• Ensure hardware works properly

• Ensure they are identified

• Home escape planning
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Means of Egress
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Building Construction

• Combustible

• Non-Combustible

• Heavy timber
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Combustible Construction

• Lightweight framing

− Structural redundancy 

is reduced

− All truss members are 

critical to maintain the  

strength and stability 

of the truss
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Wooden I-Beams

• Susceptible to fire damage

• OSB web will fail first
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UL – Structural Stability of Engineered 

Lumber in Fire Conditions – Sept, 2008
Results

Flame passage through 
floor (min:sec)

Collapse (min:sec)

18:30 18:45

06:00 06:03

44:15 44:45

No fire 
penetration 26:45
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Compartmentation
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Compartmentation
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Interior Finish

• Wood & plywood

• Drywall

• Wallboard

• Acoustical tile

• Insulating & decorative finishes

• Plastics
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Interior Finish

-interior walls
-interior ceiling
-interior floors

- Contribute to fire spread
- Contribute to fire production 

of toxic smoke and gas
- Increase fire development 

speed
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Building Services
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Building Services



MCSCS Ministry of Community Safety and Correctional Services 27

Fire Protection Systems

• Fire extinguishers
− Maintenance

− Use
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Fire Alarm and 

Detection Systems
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Home Fire Escape Planning
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Identify All Possible Exits…
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Involve everyone…
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Help those who need help!

Determine who 
will assist:

▪ Small children?

▪ Older adults?

▪ Others requiring 
assistance to 
evacuate?
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Smoke Alarm Installation

On the ceiling…
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Smoke Alarm Installation

Or high on a wall…
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“Recommended” Locations

◆ Each bedroom*

◆ Areas separated 
by a door from 
the required 
location
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Locations To “AVOID”
◆ Kitchens

◆ Bathrooms

◆ Attics

◆ Garages

◆ Ceiling fans

◆ Areas of extreme 
temperature or 
humidity
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Replacing smoke alarm batteries

Install new batteries at least once a year

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj7seCJ_u3RAhVFRCYKHWsTD7AQjRwIBw&url=http://www.drk.sd23.bc.ca/About/Calendar/Pages/default.aspx&psig=AFQjCNEyifThL4MvM1hNFDM4yUfYpLd8Vg&ust=1486007123746374
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Different detectors for different stages



MCSCS Ministry of Community Safety and Correctional Services 39



MCSCS Ministry of Community Safety and Correctional Services 40

Carbon Monoxide (CO2)
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Home Escape Planning

• Develop a home fire escape plan.

• Practise your escape plan with everyone in your 

home.

• Make sure everyone knows two ways out of 

each room, if possible.

• Choose a meeting place outside, a safe 

distance from your home.

• Get out, stay out. 
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Wood Heating
• Burn dry, well-seasoned wood to 

reduce risk of excessive creosote 
build-up. 

• Check chimneys and flue pipes often 
for creosote and soot build up 

• Store wood outdoors, stacked in an 
open area

• Keep combustible materials a safe 
distance away from woodstoves and 
fireplaces.

• Allow ashes from woodstoves or 
fireplaces to cool before emptying 
them into a metal container with a 
tight-fitting lid. Keep the container 
outside.
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Outdoor Burning
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Larger Building Fire Safety Plans

• Community halls

• Nursing homes

• Health care
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Future concepts

• Lighter construction

– Early failure

• Desire for increased energy efficiency

– Airtight structures

• Increased use of plastics/synthetics

– Higher heat, fast fire spread, aggressive fire 

behaviour, deadly gases
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QUESTIONS?

… and Thank you! 


